4+  Honoring the

6 rcat 52)&/0@/0

of Amethyst Place
Women & Children



FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends of Amethyst Place,

As we reflect on another remarkable year at
Amethyst Place, our hearts overflow with
immense gratitude for your unwavering
dedication to our Noble Cause. Throughout
our 24-year history, we have been a beacon
of hope for families seeking a fresh start,
thanks to the support and involvement of
advocates like you.

This year, we celebrated numerous triumphs,

including reuniting several families,
witnessing a child's delight as he stepped
into his very own bedroom for the first time,
and watching a mother's joy as she
purchased her first car after years of relying

on public transportation.

Looking ahead, we remain committed to
serving 32 more families in need as we
eagerly anticipate the completion of our
#GROWAP expansion by the end of 2024.
We invite you to continue supporting our
efforts and being a part of the incredible
stories yet to unfold.

Thank you for your boundless kindness and
support. Together, we can create brighter
futures for the families we serve and the
community we cherish.

With heartfelt appreciation,

Starla Wulf Brennan | Executive Director
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APPLAUDING OUR
SUPPORTING CAST

Thank you to our Board of
Directors who volunteer their
time and talents to serve the
Amethyst Place community!

Board Chair

Brooke Runnion Yvonne Brewington
Lockton Companies Research Medical Center
Board Vice Chair Kathryn Evans

Rooted Strategy
Jaimie Davis
Amethyst Place Alumna Elizabeth Glynn
Travois

Board Secretary Erica Handl
rica Handley

Vladimir Sainte’ Operation Breakthrough
University Health Program Council

Board Treasurer Anthony Johnson
Industrial Accessories Company
Sara Beth Burton

Chair of Finance Committee Michele Kemp
Hallmark Community Volunteer

Members Rev. Catherine Stark-Corn
After the Harvest

Lauren Allen

Housing Authority of Kansas City, MO Liz Tobin
BlueScope
Liz Bean
Amethyst Place Alumna Barbara Anne Washington

REVILO: A Liz A. Bean Salon MO State Senator, District 9

Randy Bennett Brittani Williams

Rawhide Harley Davidson-Olathe Jackson County Family Treatment Court
Program Council




Setting the Stage: About Us

We inspire transformational healing and empower
generations of women and children to achieve recovery,
reunification, and resilience.

¥ Building a community of trust and acceptance
¥ Serving each other with integrity and courage

¥ Unwavering belief in transformation and growth




MAKING HEADLINES

The past year has been an exhilarating journey for Amethyst Place, filled with remarkable
growth, impactful achievements, and memorable moments that have propelled us to new
heights. As we reflect on the stories that have shaped us, we invite you fo celebrate the
milestones that have made this year extraordinary. Join us as we revisit some of the standout
events and accomplishments that have made headlines, forever leaving their mark on our
hearts and the history of Amethyst Place.

DESIGNER TAMARA DAY PARTNERS
WITH AMETHYST PLACE FOR
EXPANSION AND COMMUNI-TEES

Tamara Day, designer and host of Magnolia Network's “Bargain
Mansions,” partners with Amethyst Place in two impactful ways: designing
inviting and functional interiors for the communal spaces within Amethyst
Place's expansion site AND using her platform to amplify our mission.

Tamara Day collaborated with Charlie Hustle on a limited-edition KC

Heart t-shirt as part of their Communi-tees initiative. A portion of the

sales from this exclusive design directly benefit Amethyst Place.

= a=ImN-
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SHE FOUND US

Story told by Sarah Knopf-Amelung
Oct 13, 2023 | Blog

On a Friday morning in early September, our Walking
Club set out on our usual walk around the neighborhood.
As we made our way south down Troost, we saw a loose
dog running around the side streets near Operation
Breakthrough. We kept going, looping around with

strollers and kids in tow back toward our campus.

When we got to the front gate, we realized the little dog
had followed us back. This time, she walked up with her
tail wagging, looking for some affection. We gave her a
few pets and made our way inside. Soon after, she
slipped her small body through the fence and joined us in
the gated courtyard.

She was home.

She had no collar or tags, was missing a significant
amount of fur, had scabs and skin irritation, and looked
like she had recently given birth. It was clear she had
been living on the streets for a while.

One of the moms, Cheyenne, went inside and brought
her some leftover sausage and rice. She scarfed it down

right away, with Cheyenne's son Ezra feeding her sweetly

by hand.

There was no keeping her out of the fence, so we let her
hang out. She followed staff around for the rest of the
workday. First, she jumped in the box truck and went for
a furniture pickup with Mollee and Tonille. Then later, she
helped lead a volunteer group of students from
Pembroke Hill as they helped carry donations to the
clothing closet. The rest of the day, she was passed
around by different staff, who kept her company and

well-fed.

By the end of the day, she already had a name -
“Amethyst,” of course - and it was clear she had found

us, her chosen family.

| took her home that night, promising my husband that it
was just for the weekend (is that ever true?).

Now a month later, she is a permanent part of my own
family and a frequent visitor to Amethyst Place. She plays
with the kids in the courtyard before the bus picks them up
for school. She comforts the moms who want the support
and unconditional love of an animal. She went along on a
pumpkin patch outing in Weston and still does Walking

Club on Fridays. She brings immense joy to our lives.

Her place in our community doesn't end here. Up next,
she's going to get her Canine Good Citizen training and
eventually become a certified therapy dog. Her calm,
warm spirit will help our women and children feel
comforted during therapy - just like they comforted her on

the day she found us.

The parallels have not been lost on us. We have joked that
Amethyst (the dog) was like an Amethyst Place mom when
she first moves in - without a home, a single mother, and
looking for acceptance and community. And just like

moms and staff welcome in new Sisters, so was she.
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AMETHYST PLACE RECEIVES $2 MILLION GIFT FROM
MACKENZIE SCOTT AND YIELD GIVING OPEN CALL

Updated: 4:35 PM CDT Mar 25, 2024

STARLA BRENNAN

MacKenzie Scott and Yield Giving announced
Amethyst Place as one of the Yield Giving Open
Call's awardees working with people and in places
experiencing the greatest need in the United
States. Amethyst Place received $2 million, which
will support its affordable housing expansion

project.

In March 2023, Yield Giving launched an Open
Call  for

organizations whose explicit purpose is to enable

community-led,  community-focused
individuals and families to achieve substantive

improvement in  their well-being  through

foundational resources.

“We are incredibly honored to be among the
leading nonprofits in the country working toward
transformational community change,” said Starla
Wulf Brennan, Executive Director of Amethyst
Place. “This gift nearly closes the gap on our
capital campaign, ensuring affordable housing for
32 more families by the end of 2024. We can't
wait to bring these families off our year-long

waitlist and home to heal.”

LEADING

-l I LAl AN

The Open Call received 6,353 applications and initially
planned for 250 awards of $1 million each. In the Fall of
2023, organizations top-rated by their peers advanced
to a second round of review by an external Evaluation
Panel recruited for experience relevant to this cause,
and underwent a final round of due diligence. In light of
the incredible work of these organizations, as judged by
their peers and external panelists, the donor team
decided to expand the awardee pool and the award

amount.

“We are excited that our partnership with Yield Giving
has resonated with so many organizations,” said Cecilia
Conrad, CEO of Lever for Change. “In a world teeming
with potential and talent, the Open Call has given us an
opportunity  to

identify, uplift, and empower

transformative organizations that often remain unseen.”

SCAN THE QR CODE
TO WATCH THE FULL
STORY



https://www.kmbc.com/article/philanthropist-mackenzie-scott-kansas-city-nonprofits/60257840
http://www.yieldgiving.com/
http://www.amethystplace.org/

THE SHEPARD
MCCASKILL
FOUNDATION
PARTNERS WITH
AMETHYST
PLACETO
NEARLY DOUBLE
IMPACT ON
WOMEN AND
CHILDREN IN
KANSAS CITY

by Sarah Knopf-Amelung
Dec 19, 2023 | Blog, in the news

In December 2023, the Foundation
announced that Amethyst Place was
one of a handful of nonprofits
across the state to receive a multi-

year investment.

The Shepard McCaskill Foundation
is a private family foundation led by
Joseph Shepard and former U.S.
McCaskill.  The
funding

Senator  Claire

Foundation'’s strengthens
nonprofit organizations that impact
sustainable, meaningful, and
beneficial changes in the life

trajectories of Missourians.

This year, the Foundation announced
a new, mul’ri—yeor investment to
support organizations working with
Missourians affected by intimate
partner violence, substance use,
involvement with the legal system,

and other environmental factors.

McCaskill  has steadfast

support for substance use recovery

shown

throughout her public service career,
which includes launching a Senate
investigation into the role of opioid
manufacturers and distributors in
the opioid crisis. During her time as
Jackson County Prosecutor in the
mid ‘90s, she advocated for the
development of the Jackson County
Drug Court (now Treatment Court),
which was just the second county in
the nation to begin such a court for
those with substance use disorders

and non-violent offenses.

The Jackson County Treatment Court
continues to change the trajectories
of Jackson County residents’ lives,
including many women who have
through  Amethyst
Continuing  this commitment to
Amethyst
selected for the

come Place.

recovery, Place was
Foundation’s
substance use recovery emphasis,
receiving a two-year award of
$550,000 to extend its reach.

"We are thrilled to partner with
Amethyst Place to help expand their
already solid work with Kansas City

area moms and their kids. It is
exactly the kind of organization we
want our Foundation to support,”
said Shepard and McCaskill.

“The connections between the staff
and the moms run deep, and truly
nurture their commitment to a new
path. The day we visited Amethyst
Place really moved us, instilling hope
in what can happen with a shared

respect for everyone's journey.”

Grow AP

A CAMPAIGN FOR AMETHYST PLACE

Visit amethystplace.org
to learn more about our
plans to bring 32 more
families home to heal!

Page 11


https://amethystplace.org/author/sarah/

)

b T

L

RS Dy




“My motivation is
my children. | want
them to have every
chance in the world
to grow into
healthy, beautiful
souls in this world.”

Whitn ey L.’s Accomplishments
Thoug hts Started a new career in Construction Q

Completed Children’s Mercy TIES Program

“Amethyst Place has allowed me to

grow beyond my wildest dreams. Serves on Our Voice Residents’ Council

Graduated from Amethyst
| look forward to keeping a steady Place’s program

pace of self-love, self-care, and great Earned Certified Peer

Specialist (CPS) credential

| thank all of my AP sisters for showing Celebrating more than 2 years

me what unconditional love really is!” in recovery!

Page 13
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“Amethyst Place has allowed me to
have the space and support
equally to heal, learn, and grow.
However slow, it's been needed. I'm
very grateful to have learned to
drive and gotten my first license
and car. And help with industrial
sewing school. | feel like | can
potentially achieve more. | still
have internal work to do. And |
couldn't have gotten this far
without Amethyst Place.”

(A
o

The Sewing h:

Create. Inspire. Thrive.

Aneesa’s
Thoug hts Accomplishments

“I'just wanna thank the staff closest to me. Mollee, Got a driver’s license o
you've been a good support to me. You always

have a way to talk me down from anxiety, and Bought her first car (V]
you've always seen my potential, enough to help

push me through the muck of thinking there's no Maintained steady Q
way to go any further...Olivia as well. Thank you for employment for more

supporting us and being so compassionate and
understanding and taking the time to get to know
us, providing us a space to destress and heal. All
the AP staff really make healing and growing
happen. Thank you.” ¢’ @

than a year

Celebrating more than 5 @
years in recovery!

Next on the list: Earning her Missouri state certification in industrial sewing




Esbeydi, along with other local
leaders in the recovery
community, shares her personal
journey.

Scan the QR
code to
watch her

inspirational

story.

SCAN ME

E Sbeyd i ’ S Accomplishments

Completed the Missouri @

Thoug hts Works Initiative Program

Started a new career as an Q
“I'd like to give a special thank you Electrician Apprentice

to all the staff and Miss Renee for

L - Gotacar @
believing in me and motivating me
everyday.” Serves on Our Voice

Residents’ Council

Celebrating more than 3 @
years in recovery!

Page 15

Next on the list: “Find a house to call my own.”



“One of my favorite
things to do with my
family is go to the
race tracks.”

Am be I"S Accomplishments
Thoug hts Earned an Associate of Arts @

degree from Metropolitan
“My motivation is to achieve a goal that Community Colleges
| thought addiction had robbed me of
and to prove to myself that | could and |

Celebrating more than ¢ @

was worth it.” years in recovery:

Next on her list: Lowering debt and getting ready to begin the process to
buy a house.
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"Never give up. | was at my
wit’s end. | was for sure |
wasn't going to be able to
keep my kids. But, | found
recovery for them. | didn't
start this journey out for
myself. But, eventually |
found recovery for me
because of the miracles
that I've seen along the

way.”

Nata shq ’s Accomplishments
ThOUg hts Graduated from Amethyst @

Place’s program

“Amethyst Place has allowed me to
blossom. Thank you for all your support.”

Celebrating more than 3 @
years in recovery!

Scan the QR code to read
“In Tasha's Shoes,” an
inspirational story of
recovery and motherhood.

Next on the list: Learning to drive




4 AG) “Amethyst Place has
| allowed me to learn
to form healthy
relationships.”

Ma I'y’s Accomplishments
Thoug hts Maintained steady employment for @

more than a year

“I would like to thank my son Graduated Amethyst @
Larenzo. Thank you for always Place’s Program

being supportive of my recovery

Celebrating more than 2 @

and encouraging me to live my .
years in recovery!

best life.”

Next on the list: Enroll in college
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“My motivation is
ohdlale wanting a better life
Q for me and my kids
and wanting to be
independent.”

Accomplishments

AI exa nd ria ’s Reunified with her child @
Thoug hts Completed Sheffield Place program @

“Thank you to my family (mom and Got a driver’s license @
big sis) for always believing in me,
my kids for always loving me and
being my inspiration, and | just Celebrating more than 1year (V]
love AP staff and ladies.” in reco\/ery!

Cleared past legal issues @

Next on the list: Earning my GED and figuring out what job | truly want
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. 'ﬂ@ “Thank you to everyone who

believed in me when | didn’t
believe in myself. And to the
ones who help me at my
lowest and make sure that |
don’t stay there. Y'all love

me through it all and help

save me everyday.”

Ama nda 2 S Accomplishments
Maintained steady employment @
ThOUQ hts for more than a year while

being a student

“A lot of people tell me that | can't do

things because of my past. | have a lot of Earned Certified Peer @
determination to prove them wrong and to Specialist (CPS) credential
prove that no matter how messed up your Celebrating more than 6 (V)

past is, you can achieve any goals you

ears in recovery!
want to achieve.” Y Y

Next on the list: Amanda will graduate from UMKC with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Psychology with a minor in Criminal Justice in Spring 2025
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Patrice’s
Thoughts

“Our favorite thing to do as a family is
watch movies or dance around the house
to music.

My motivation has been my kids and the
will to adventure life. Amethyst Place has
allowed me to become a better mom and
to try to accomplish my goals.”

“Thank you to all
my sisters, staff, my
kids, and to God.”

Accomplishments

Maintained steady employment @
for more than a year

Started a new career as a Q
Certified Nursing Assistant

Completed Children’s Mercy @
TIES and PCIT Program

Started college @

Celebrating nearly 4 years in @
recovery!
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“I love when my
children and | can
spend time
together reading
and playing. Any

moment with them

is my favorite.”

Kelsey’s Accomplishments
ThOug hts Graduated from University @

of Central Missouri with a

“I want to make a better life for my kids Bachelor of Science
and I. | want to show my kids that life is degree in Social Work
worth living and working hard will pay off

in the end. | deserve to be the person | Ce|ebro’ring more than 6 Q
want to be and that has motivated me so years in recovery!
much.”

Next on her list: “I look forward to working in the mental health and substance
use field. Helping make change in the lives of people like me.”
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“My favorite thing
to do with my family
is watch movies

and just spend time
together, no matter
what it is that we're

Dalisha’s Accomplishments
T hou g hts Completed ReDiscover's Treatment Program @

Completed Jackson County (v

“My favorite memory at Amethyst Place is Family Treatment Court

the ~day | came to sign my paperwork Reunified with her children @
and Gina handed me my keys and | stuck

them in my door. | feel so accomplished, Earned Certified Peer @
but | know | have so much more to do. Specialist (CPS) credential
Amethyst Place has allowed me to set Maintained the same job for (v
goals and complete them, and more more than a year

importantly, Amethyst Place allows me to
be the best version of myself.”

Celebrating more than 2 years @
in recovery!
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“Several months ago, |
was asked by my old DFS
worker from when | was in
my addiction, to work with
Jackson County Court and
Crittenton to create a new
court in our area that is
working effectively on the
east coast called “Safe
Babies Court.” (read more
below)

Ta batha ? S Accomplishments
Earned a promotion at University Health @
Thoug hts Behavioral Health as a PATH Assertive Street

Outreach Community Services Provider

Maintained the same job for @
more than a year

Through Safe Babies Court, Tabatha
will help create a parent/peer-centered
program for court-ordered parents with

newborns to 3-year-olds. She will Earned Missouri Recovery Support @
collaborate with the Regional Director Specialist credential
of Children's Division to enhance their Serves on Our Voice Residents’ Council @

policies, drawing on her expertise and
experience to better support parents.

Celebrating more than 5 years @
in recovery!

“| am determined to make the system better no matter what! | am determined to make change

in our community!” - Tabatha



5 ;\\G‘) “My favorite memory at
‘ Amethy Place will

always be courtyard
time with my sisters
and our kids while we
»-\ all sit there with each
L : other and talk and
laugh and spend
quality time together.”

And reqd ’s Accomplishments
Completed KC School of Phlebotom
Thoug hts i Earned Certified Pee):“

Specialist (CPS) credential

“I just want to thank everybody who

is in my network for giving me the Serves on Our Voice Residents’ Council
support and love that I've needed Maintained the same job for
throughout the past 3 years. I'm not more than a year
sure if | didn’t have the support and Moved off campus and is living

love that | would've been able to
make it where I'm at today, and for
that I'm forever grateful.”

independently in the community

O 0 0000

Celebrating more than 3 years
in recovery!
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“Thank you for
believing in me
when | couldn't
believe in myself. |

love you guys.” ¢’

Sa ma ntha ’s Accomplishments
Thoug hts Got a driver’s license and car @

Graduated from Pawsperity and o
started new career in dog grooming

“I want to be someone
my kids are proud of.
Cleared up all legal issues and past debt @

| will continue to improve

my dog grooming skills Serves on Our Voice Residents’ Council @
and continue to make

amazing memories with Celebrating more than 2 @
my daughter.” years in recovery!
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“My motivation is
myself. | want a
better life, and |
know | can
achieve it.”

J ustena ’S Accomplishments
Th°ug hts Reunified with her daughter @

, Completed Children’s Mercy TIES Program @
My  favorite memory at

Amethyst Place is all of the Got a carand a job @
events that take place like the
Royals game.

Celebrating 15 months in recovery! @

Next on her list: “| look forward to having
Thank you for always being my own car, being in school, and hopefully
here for me.” having permanent housing.”
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Whitney, a single working mother
of two, spent so many hours each
day relying on public
transportation. But this year, a
surprise from a kind stranger
changed her life.

Scan the QR
code to watch

this heart-

warming

moment. SCAN ME

Whitney H.’S Accomplishments
Thoughts Got o car @

Maintained the same job for more @
than a year AND earned a promotion

“My biggest motivations have
been my recovery, my kids, my

family, and the staff at Amethyst Celebrating more than 11 year (v
Place. in recovery!
Thank you for believing in me Next on her list: “| look forward to

building my credit and hopefully

and loving me when | didn't love
becoming a homeowner.”

and believe in myself.”
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A Certified Peer Specialist (CPS) uses their lived experience overcoming their substance use disorder to
help support others seeking recovery. It is a professional credential through the State of Missouri,
providing a purposeful career path for people in recovery while helping those most vulnerable in our
community.

We are proud to celebrate all the AP women who have achieved their CPS this year! Their
accomplishments and chosen career paths demonstrate the deep sense of gratitude and care for others
that runs deep within our community. This also benefits the Kansas City area, which desperately needs a
talented workforce to help face the challenges of substance use in our community.

0 Amanda 0 Rachel Amapola, a CPS at a local treatment center that refers to
Amethyst Place, shared this touching story from a day at work:
Q Amapola o Shawna

"I worked all day. I'm grateful for my job helping people in need. |

o Andrea ° Tabatha just got home with no shoes. | am grateful that | am able to take
ek " the shirt off my back and give it to the person in need today. | took

0 Dalisha Q Whitney L. my shoes off and gave it to a person in need that really needed

° Kirsten ° Yvonne them because they just don't have any. I'm blessed to be here and

blessed to bless that next person in need."







THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT
AS THE AP YOUTH
ADVISORY COUNCIL
LEARNS TO LEAD

Established earlier this year, the Amethyst
Place Youth Advisory Council gives a platform
develop

for our vyoungest residents to

advocacy, collaboration, and leadership skills.

Modeled after the Our Voice Residents'
Council, these young leaders share ideas for
events and activities while raising awareness

for important causes.

The Youth Advisory Council at Amethyst Place
has had a busy year. Here are some highlights

of their activities and accomplishments.

AP’s 1st Youth Advisory Council hard at work!

Youth Advisory Council Members pictured: Aubree, John,
Maribella, Aaliyah, Autumn, Donairia, Mark, and Isaiah.
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Two of our Amethyst Place youth, Bella and Malaya,
were selected to represent Kansas City Youth
Volunteer Corps at the 2024 Summit in Virginia
Beach, VA! Youth who attend the Summit will be
ambassadors for the Kansas City Affiliate, which is a

major honor.

During Stress Awareness Month, they distributed
stress-relief items to their moms and staff.

B Amethyat Place

During our hiring process for Youth Empowerment
Manager, we gave our young leaders a seat at the
table (quite literally). Members of our Youth Advisory
Council led our final round of interviews. Who better

to identify the perfect candidate than them?!
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Rolling out the Purple Carpet:
Special Thanks to Our FY23 Supporters for their Generosity!

Amazon Smile

Ascend Wealth Management

Balocca-Clemens Family Foundation

Bank of America

Blessings Abound

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Kansas

City

BlueScope Foundation

Charles and Angela Sunderland

Fund

Children's Mercy Hospital

Children's Services Fund of Jackson
County

City of Kansas City, MO

Commerce Trust

Community Action Agency of
Greater Kansas City

Country Club Christian Church

Curry Family Foundation

Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation

Francis Family Foundation

Frank and Margaret McGee Fund

George & Ada Ultch Memorial Fund

Crapevine Designs

Greater Kansas City Community
Foundation

Hallmark Corporate Foundation

Health Forward Foundation

Housing Authority of Kansas City,
MO

Hulston Family Foundation

Ina Calkins Trust

Jackson County Housing Resources
Commission
Jackson County COMBAT

Jacob L. & Ella C. Loose Foundation

Jewish Community Foundation of
Kansas City

Joel & Judy Cerwick Foundation

Judge Cleveland F. Moulton
Christmas Poor Fund

Kansas City Athenaeum

Kansas City Junior Board

The Kemper Family Foundations at
UMB

Kutak Rock LLP

Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians

Lever for Change

Lockton Companies

Marion and Henry Bloch Family
Foundation

Missouri Department of Mental
Health

Missouri Department of Social
Services

Mullinix Family Foundation

Munich Re Trading

Network For Good

Nicholson Meyer Capital
Management

Oppenstein Brothers Foundation

PayPal Giving Fund

Pfriem Family Fund

Precision Printing

Recovering Women Riders

Chapter 7

Robertson Family Foundation

RW Farmer Construction
Company

Sarli Family Foundation

Shepard McCaskill Foundation

SkillBuilders Fund

Skincare by Shannon Smith

Tella Naluri Foundation

The Dehaemers Family
Charitable Trust

The Kirk of Kansas City

The Little Gym of Kansas City
North-Parkville, MO

The Mariner Foundation Fund, a
Donor-Advised Fund of the
Signatry

The Robert E. & Polly A.
Zimmerman Foundation

Theta Phi Alpha at Rockhurst
University

Travois

UMB Bank

United Way of Greater Kansas
City

University Health Behavioral
Health

Victor E. Speas Foundation

WellSky Foundation

Women's Sports Foundation

William T. Kemper Il Charitable
Trust

This list includes FY23 donors from our audited financial statements (10/1/22 - 9/30/23). Individual

donors were not listed to maintain privacy. The selfless investment by countless individuals fuels the

Noble Cause of Amethyst Place and creates brighter futures for hundreds of Kansas City families.
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